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Dear Parents, 

I was so pleased to be well enough to return to school for the Open Evening and Summer Concert. It was wonderful to see so 

many parents and carers.  I hope you enjoyed looking at the children’s work; they really have ‘Aimed High’ this year. Thank 

you the PTFA for the delicious cream teas. 

Well done to the instrumentalists, who were superb. It was great to see what they have achieved with hard work and resili-

ence. It was wonderful to see them enjoying it too. Also a huge well done to all the children for excellent singing and danc-

ing. 

The Year 6 children spoke from the heart about their memories and with such confidence. Thank you to parents for attend-

ing and for your support throughout your child’s time at Ashwater. We wish the children every success in the future.  

 

Unsuitable On-line Content 

It has come to our attention that there is an online horror game which some of the children in Class 1 are talking about and 

playing on the playground.   It is called Poppy’s playtime and is based on a toy which chases you around a toy factory.  Its 

character is known as Huggy Wuggy.  It is certainly not a nice cuddly bear, as its name suggests. 

This is a game/character that children are being exposed to on platforms such as Tiktok and YouTube and associated material 

are becoming increasingly popular on YouTube, Roblox, and other platforms used by young children The character is named 

'Huggy Wuggy' from the 2021 horror game 'Poppy's Playtime'.  The character sounds like a cuddly bear, but is actually en-

couraging children to copy behaviours - hugging people randomly, but then carrying out violence and verbal abuse. There 

are also some images in the game and within videos of this character which can be disturbing. 

 

The police have posted warnings about this.  It previously had a rating of age 8  but  has been re-classified for children age 12 

and above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When online safety experts searched for “Poppy Playtime” with Google SafeSearch and YouTube Restricted Mode turned on, 

and the exact same top results came up when turned off. Posts relating to Poppy Playtime can be found across Twitter, Insta-

gram, and TikTok. 

 For further information please see:  https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/12/03/poppy-playtime-online-safety-review/ 

 

We have spoken to the children in Class 1 today and reminded the children about online safety.   

Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other  

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/12/03/poppy-playtime-online-safety-review/


Staff News 

Sophie Batstone has come to the end of her time with us as an additional teacher to support the children in the Early Years to catch-

up following COVID. Miss Batstone has been a caring and vibrant member of the team and we thank her for her hard work. Miss Bat-

stone has secured an Early Years Teacher position at another Devon school for September and we wish her every success.  

Free School Meals / Pupil Premium 
 
If your financial situation has changed, your child may be entitled to Pupil Premium. This brings other benefits in addition to Free 

School Meals. In the Federation, we offer a free set of uniform per year, free before and after school clubs, day trips are free and 

residentials are heavily subsidised by the Federation. For further information, please see the attached poster for further details.  

 

 



Uniform 
 
Please use this form to order any uniform and email the office.  We do have stock here and we also have some 
more coming before the term starts.  
 
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/uniform-ordering/ 
 
 
Wild Tribe 
 
Class 1 will have Wild Tribe on Fridays when we return after the Summer break. On Wild Tribe days, please can children bring in wa-
terproofs to wear over school clothes and wellington boots. If they don’t have waterproofs then some other long clothing to cover 
arms and legs (not jeans) should be sent in. Long hair should be tied up. 
 
End of Term 
 
This has been another challenging year, with Covid hitting us in the Autumn term. However, it has been wonderful to have a full year 
with the children in school and to have been able to offer all the trips, parent assemblies and wider opportunities again. 
 
I would like to thank all the staff, whatever their role in school, for their hard work and commitment. Without which, all that hap-
pens for the children would not be possible. 
 
Friday 22nd July is the last day of term and children return on Monday 5th September. Wishing you and your children, a very good 
summer break. 

 
Ruh Alford 
Executive Headteacher.  
 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/uniform-ordering/


Safeguarding at Halwill 
 

The Safeguarding Team 

 
Designated Safeguarding Lead:     Attendance Officer:  
Mrs R Alford       Miss S Revers 
         Safeguarding Governor: 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead:     Mrs G Marshall             
Mrs A Rothery 
Miss J Miners 
Mrs R Cawsey—SENDCo 
 

I am pleased to tell you that this term we will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online         
programme. This consists of an online assembly and supporting classroom based activities. Speak out. It aims to 
help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise the signs of abuse in a child friendly way. Children 
are taught to speak out if they are worried, either to a trusted adult or Childline. 
In the online assembly, the Speak out. Stay safe. messages are delivered in a fun and interactive way with the help 
of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest appearances from Ant and Dec. 
We have studied the content of the materials and are extremely confident that they are appropriate for             
primary-school-aged children. By the end of the programme, we’re convinced children will feel empowered – 
knowing how they can speak out and stay safe.  
 
If you would like to know more about the Speak out. Stay safe. programme you can find information on the 
NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout or I would be happy to discuss any questions that you may have. 
 
Additional resources 
 
Adapted assembly for home use 

The NSPCC has also developed an adapted version of their assembly for parents/carers to use at home with their 
children.  This can be found here: www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/safety.  With the 
help of celebrities, the film focuses on how a child can get support if they have any worries or concerns. 
 
To complement the assembly, there are some resources that can be used to enable further discussion whilst     
doing activities with your children.  These are hosted on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/activities.   
 
Online safety hub 
 
You may also like to visit the NSPCC Online Safety Hub where you will find advice and information on a range of 

different online safety topics including gaming, social media, sharing nudes, parental controls and more.  

You will also find online safety information for families of children with additional needs and disabilities. We have 

worked with Ambitious about Autism and parents and carers who have children with additional needs and         

disabilities to create activities to help talk about online safety which you can find at www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-

children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send. 

Childline Under 12’s Website 

Childline also have a website with age appropriate advice for primary school children on topics such as bullying.  It 

also has games and other interactive tools. Your child can visit it at www.childline.org.uk/kids. 

If you’d like to know more about the NSPCC’s work, or take a look at the wide range of information and advice 

which is available for parents and carers, please visit their website www.nspcc.org.uk/parents. 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/activities
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/
http://www.childline.org.uk/kids
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/parents


Talking PANTS with your children 

Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep your child safe from sexual abuse. From P through to S, each 

letter of PANTS provides a simple but valuable rule that can help keep your child safe. You can find out more 

and download the free resources at www.nspcc.org.uk/pants.  

Penguin and Ladybird have partnered with the NSPCC to create a brand new Pantosaurus book aimed at chil-

dren ages 4 - 8. You can find copies of the new book on sale, either in Matalan’s selected stores and online, se-

lected SPAR stores or at https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/. All profits from the sale of this book will support the 

NSPCC. 

Support the NSPCC 

You may be interested in the NSPCC’s new selection of BUDDY goodies available from the NSPCC shop at 

https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/collections/buddy which make perfect gifts for children - and all profits go to help 

keep children safe. 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/pants
https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/
https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/collections/buddy


Please remember to order your School lunches via  
schoolmoney by Friday of  each week.   

This helps us cater correctly.   Thank you  

Dates for your diary:  

July 

22nd    End of summer term 

September 

1st    Inset day 

2nd    Inset day 

5th    Pupils return to school  

 

 

 

The Carey Qualities 

 Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Respectful 

Each Thursday children are awarded certificates in our Celebration Assembly for making a             

significant effort to develop one of our Carey Qualities. Last week the following children were 

awarded certificates. Well done to them all. 

 For building 

Relationships 

For being 

Resilient 

For being 

Resourceful 

For being 

Reflective 

For being 

Respectful 

 Bradley  Mason Jack 




