
 

 

 

 

 

 

Halwill Primary School 
Newsletter No.11 

Autumn Term. 13th December 2021  
01409 221476 

admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk 

Dear Parents, 

A huge thank you for your overwhelming support during an incredibly challenging week. I have           

personally been very grateful for your kindness and I know the staff have appreciated it too.  

Thank you to the parents who alerted us to their children’s positive cases last weekend. This meant that 

we were able to alert parents to the handful of cases over the weekend and by asking you to test your 

children, more than 20 asymptomatic cases were caught, so the children were kept at home and this 

has helped to stem the outbreak. I am pleased to report that numbers have steadied. 

I am also happy to tell you that having spoken last week to all parents of children with COVID, all        

reported that the children had a mild illness. We wish them all a very speedy recovery. 

Please continue to test children regularly. We will remain in bubbles with staggered starts and ends for 

the rest of the term. 

I would like to thank all the children, whether at home or school. Those at home have been                  

disappointed to not be here but have continued to work hard, if they have been well enough to. Those 

coming in have been testing regularly, which I appreciate is not a pleasant experience for children. I am 

sure that children will have been anxious at times and we have tried to support with this. On top of this, 

there will be disappointment that we have had to cancel the Christmas plays. It has been very sad not to 

go ahead but clearly these have not been possible, given the circumstances. Class 1 and 2 have         

managed to record an adapted version of the play and we will endeavour to include those returning this 

week in some way. This will be shared on Facebook later this week. Class 3 and 4 are in separate       

bubbles so it is unlikely that we will be able to put something together, particularly as many are still   

absent. 

Moving forward, we are reviewing what happens at Christmas and throughout the year. Covid is clearly 

here for a few years to come and this time of the year is the most challenging. It is important for        

children’s confidence to perform to live audiences so opportunities in the spring and summer, when 

they are more likely to go ahead are being considered. 

We are still trying to keep the Christmas spirit alive with Christmas activities for both school and      

home-learning. 

The Christmas Lunch will be on Friday 17th December, as most isolating children will have returned. If 

your child won’t be in and you would like a take-away lunch, please let the office know. Children can 

come to school in non-uniform and wear something Christmassy. Please check that you have booked 

lunches for this week and particularly Wednesday to Friday, because if you had booked well in advance, 

these will need to be rebooked. Apologies for the inconvenience. 

Father Christmas will also be visiting the children this week. Like last year, this will be socially distanced 

and outside. It was wonderful last year and seeing him put presents under the tree, really added to the 

magic for the children. 

Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other  



We have been provided with an Advent calendar for each child, these will be sent home later this week. A 

huge thank you to Moo Free Chocolates in Holsworthy, courtesy of Hadley and Willoby’s grandmother. 

Thank you to the staff who have been incredible, whether that is in the classroom and supporting remotely at 

home, in the office dealing with the attendance and submissions to the DfE and County, the lunchtime staff 

who quickly adapted back to bubbles and a special mention to Andy Moakes, Health and Safety Lead for      

ensuring the highest standard of hygiene in the most challenging of circumstances. 

Lost Property 

Please do check all uniform that your child brings home to ensure it doesn’t have another child’s name on it.  

After School Club 

Please note that there will be no after school club this week. Credit for this week and last will be carried over 

to next term. Apologies for the inconvenience caused. 

Clubs for next half term will be confirmed in the first week back. They will commence week 10th January. 

Wild Tribe  

In January Class 1 and 2 will do Wild Tribe on Tuesday afternoons. They will require waterproofs and wellies 

to wear over their uniform or if they don’t have waterproofs, children should bring in long sleeve tops and 

trousers (not jeans) and a waterproof coat. Long hair must be tied up. 

Class 3 and 4 will have PE on Tuesday afternoons. 

Please may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support this term and wish you and your families a 

very happy and safe Christmas. We look forward to welcoming the children back on Wednesday 5th January 

2022. 

 

Mrs Ruh Alford 

Executive Headteacher.  

Have you moved house?  Changed your mobile number?   

No longer have a landline?  

Please ensure you keep us informed of all changes to 

your contact details.  This can easily be done by using the SIMS    

parent app. 



The Carey Qualities 

 Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Respectful 

Each Thursday children are awarded certificates in our Celebration Assembly for making a             

significant effort to develop one of our Carey Qualities. Last week the following children were 

awarded certificates. Well done to them all. 

 
For building 

Relationships 

For being 

Resilient 

For being 

Resourceful 

For being 

Reflective 

For being 

Respectful 

Sidney—class 1 

 

Lily—class 2  

Albie—class 3 

Sidney—class 3 

Charlie C—class 4 

Drake—class 3 

Rowan—class 4 

Carter—class 4   

SIMS Parent 
If you have not signed on to SIMS Parent, please do 
take a look.  It is your way of ensuring we hold your 
most up to date contact information as well as your 
parental consent for day to day things in school  
 
If you have not received your email invitation or are having issues, please email the office.  

Dates for your diary:  

December 

17th   Christmas Lunch 

17th   End of term 

January 2022 

4th   Non-pupil day 

5th   Term starts 

17th   Reading meeting for parents of children doing the Read, Write, Inc scheme.  3.30pm.  

February 

14th   Reading meeting for parents of children in  year 3 & above. 3.30pm.  

 

Wishing you a very peaceful Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.  We look         

forward to seeing you back on  

Wednesday 5th January.  


