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Monday 12th January 2026 
 

 Halwill Primary School 
 Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other 

 Newsletter No. 13 Spring Term 
 

Dear Families, 

 

Happy new year to you all and welcome back to what I hope will be a calmer week, 

weather wise! Though we do spare a thought for our colleagues and families in some parts of 

Cornwall, where school buildings have been damaged by Storm Goretti. 

 

Thank you so much for your support last week. As you know, we only ever close as a last resort 

and we always aim high to communicate with you as efficiently as possible. I am really sorry 

for any inconvenience caused. I am so pleased to have been able to have the children in for 

most of the week. On Wednesday, Ashwater School joined us as the heating wasn’t working 

at Ashwater. Both Halwill and Ashwater children thoroughly enjoyed their day together. It was 

lovely to see them building relationships; an important skill as they progress through to college 

and beyond. 

     

    
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

January 13 

Wild Tribe – Class 4  

After school club – Football YR R -Y3 

After school club – Dance Class 1 - 4 

January 14 

After school club –Board games and 

Lego Class 1 – 4 

January 15 

Census Day! Change of menu 

January 20 

Wild Tribe – Class 4 

After school club – Football YR R -Y3 

After school club – Dance Class 1 – 4 

January 21 

After school club –Board games and 

Lego Class 1 – 4 

------------------- 

February 13 

Last day of term 

February 16 

Half term 

February 23 

Non pupil day 

February 24 

Term starts 

-------------------- 

April 2 

Last day of term  

April 20 

Term starts 

--------------------- 

May 4 

Bank Holiday 

 

--------------------- 

June 5 

Non pupil day 

June 26 

YR,1 & 2 The Gruffalo, Theatre Trip 
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The end of term brought us a superb Christmas Church Service. Class 4 delivered their 

reading with confident, clear voices and Class 1 also spoke well and acted out the nativity, 

beautifully. The singing was excellent, as was the instrumental playing. Thank you to everyone 

who attended. A special thank you to all the Baptist Church for their help and support. Thank 

you for generous donations to the retiring collection, which raised £105.03 for the Children’s 

Hospice South West. 

 

  
      
Thank you to Friends for organising the raffle draw which raised: £276.00 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas. Thank you for all you kind and generous gifts and 

cards to the staff and to myself. 

 

Mrs Ruh Alford 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

Applying for Your Child’s Reception Place September 2026 

If your child was born between1/9/21 and 31/8/22, the window to apply for their primary 

school place is closing soon. The deadline is January 15th 2026. Please apply here: 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en 

 

Every Day is Open Day! 

We love you to show prospective parents the school in action on a regular day.  Please 

contact the office to book your personalised tour. 

 

Library Grand Opening – Save the Date 

I am delighted to tell you that the children’s author Tom Palmer will be opening our library. 

This is currently pencilled in for Monday 9th February. This will be confirmed shortly along with 

timings. Families will be invited later in the day, details to follow. 

 

Interim Leadership Support for St Giles-on-the Heath School 

As you may recall, during the Spring and Summer of 2025, we provided leadership for St Giles 

School. This term, Angela Fleming has been leading St Giles on an interim basis. Mrs Fleming 

will continue to lead St Giles in the new year, however, due to personal commitments Mrs 

Fleming will be reducing her days at St Giles, therefore, we will share temporary leadership 

support for St Giles, alongside Mrs Fleming for the Spring Term. 

 

After School Clubs  

Please see our After School Clubs on our website.   
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/about-us/before-after-school-

clubs/ 

 

 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/about-us/before-after-school-clubs/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/about-us/before-after-school-clubs/


   

  Page 3 of 10 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

Wild Tribe Spring 1st Half 2026 

Class 4 will have Wild Tribe on Tuesday afternoons. On Wild Tribe days, children need wellies 

and waterproof trousers and coats to wear over their uniform. Long hair needs to be tied up. 

 

Census Day, Thursday 15th January  

It is Census Day on Thursday so we are changing Fish Friday to Fish Thursday this week! 

Thursday and Friday will be a swap in our whole menu (including the veggie option and 

pudding) so fish and chips on Thursday and fish pie on Friday so just pick the main or veggie 

option and we will amend this end. If as many children could please book in for school 

dinners on Thursday Yr R/1/2 as it really helps with our schools funding that would be 

appreciated.  

 

Class pages 

Please see your child’s Class Page on our website for information about this term’s learning: 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/children/class-pages/ 

 

Safety Around Dogs 

Please see a useful advice sheet from the Child Accident Prevention Trust later in the 

newsletter. 

 

Music Lessons 

Unfortunately, Mrs Ruth Hayes is not continuing with music lessons at Halwill. We are in the 

process of recruiting for a new music teacher and we will let you know as soon as we are 

able to offer this.  

 

MED Theatre                                                           

Tomorrow, Arthur, Chloe, Emily and Freya (Class 4) will be attending the first in a series of 

drama workshops delivered by the Med Theatre at Hatherleigh Primary School. The 

Federation is part of the Devon Independent Schools Partnership (DISP) which is a 

collaboration of maintained primary schools. As part of this, theatre and drama workshops 

with the MED Theatre Group, have been organised. These are aimed at pupils who have 

particular talent in drama. Well done to Arthur, Chloe, Emily and Freya for being selected 

and I hope they enjoy the sessions. 

 

 

Useful Links 

School Contact  

Details 

Tel: 01409 221476 

Email: 

admin@halwill.devon

.sch.uk  

Website: Halwill 

Primary School – 

Halwill and Ashwater 

Primary Schools 

Safeguarding: If you 

have any concerns 

about a child, please 

speak to one of the 

safeguarding team 

or email      

safeguarding@halwill

.devon.sch.uk 

Safeguarding Lead  

Mrs Ruh Alford 

Deputy 

Safeguarding Leads 

Miss Jayne Miners 

Mrs Rosie Cawsey 

Attendance Officer 

Mrs Ceren Brooker 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 

These are on our 

website: 

https://www.thecare

yfederation.co.uk/as

hwater-primary-

school/parents/term-

dates/ 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/children/class-pages/
mailto:admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
mailto:safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk
mailto:safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS – Are you entitled to apply?  

Even though your child is entitled to universal infant free school meals in reception, year 1 and year 2, if you are eligible for 

free school meals it is important that you register as soon as possible as this attracts income for the school and will also allow 

you to benefit from:- 

• A full set of school uniform 

• Free attendance at Breakfast and After School Clubs 

• 2/3 reduction in residential fees 

CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY  

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more 

than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax 

and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school meals. 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

To apply please use the following link   

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live 

If you require any assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact the school offices. 

 

 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live


   

  Page 5 of 10 

   
 

 

  

 

 



   

  Page 6 of 10 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  Page 7 of 10 

   
 

 

 



   

  Page 8 of 10 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  Page 9 of 10 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  Page 10 of 10 

   
 

 

 

 


