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Monday 19th January 2026 
 

 Halwill Primary School 
 Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other 

 Newsletter No. 14 Spring Term 
 

Dear Families, 

 

Burton Art Gallery, Bideford 

I am delighted to tell you that we will again be submitting the children’s artwork to be 

displayed in the Burton Art Gallery as part of their Annual Schools Exhibition. 

Please follow the link https://forms.gle/magFTmgDfmGaSBzx7 to complete the form to 

consent to your child’s work being submitted. The work is being sent tomorrow, so please 

consent by 9:00am Tuesday 20th January, otherwise we won’t be able to submit your child’s 

work. 

 

You will be able to view your child’s work in the Annual Schools Exhibition which will run from 

30 January – 15 March 2026 

 

Invacuation / Lockdown 

As you are probably aware, we undertake a termly fire drill so that all children and staff are 

well prepared in the unlikely event of a fire. In a similar way, today, the school carried out a 

planned invacuation/lockdown practice as part of our ongoing commitment to keeping 

everyone safe. The children were spoken to beforehand and supported throughout the 

practice to help reduce any anxiety and to ensure they understood what was happening. To 

make the explanation clear and age-appropriate, staff used a simple example of a bull 

coming onto the school site to help children understand why we might need to stay safely 

inside. The practice was calm and well managed, and the children responded sensibly and 

confidently. 

 

MCAS – MY CHILD AT SCHOOL 

We are delighted to update you with the news that from after February half term we will be 

leaving School Money and starting with MCAS, an app which is fully integrated with our 

school systems. 

This app will allow you to book and pay for your dinners, trips, uniform. We will also use this for 

online consents for trips and online consents for all school permissions. 

Any balances that are on School Money will be transferred to your MCAS account. 

We will be sending guidance via an email in the next couple of weeks and running parents’ 

awareness sessions. 

In the mean while it would greatly assist us if any arrears could be cleared. You will only be 

able to book school lunches up to half term through School Money. We will open MCAS for 

you to book lunches on the last day of half term. 

 

Mrs Alison Horn 

Finance Officer 

 

 

Library Grand Opening – Save the Date 

I am delighted to tell you that the children’s author Tom Palmer will be opening our library. 

This is currently pencilled in for Monday 9th February. This will be confirmed shortly along with 

timings. Families will be invited later in the day, details to follow. 

 

After School Clubs  

Please see our After School Clubs on our website.   
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/about-us/before-after-school-

clubs/ 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

January 20 

Wild Tribe – Class 4 

After school club – Football YR R -Y3 

After school club – Dance Class 1 – 4 

January 21 

After school club –Board games and 

Lego Class 1 – 4 

January 27 

Wild Tribe – Class 4 

After school club – Football YR R -Y3 

After school club – Dance Class 1 – 4 

January 28 

After school club – Board games and 

Lego Class 1 – 4 

 

------------------- 

 

February 9 

Library Grand Opening 

February 13 

Last day of term 

February 16 

Half term 

February 23 

Non pupil day 

February 24 

Term starts 

-------------------- 

April 2 

Last day of term  

April 20 

Term starts 

--------------------- 

May 4 

Bank Holiday 

 

--------------------- 

June 5 

Non pupil day 

June 26 

YR,1 & 2 The Gruffalo, Theatre Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/magFTmgDfmGaSBzx7
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/about-us/before-after-school-clubs/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/about-us/before-after-school-clubs/


   

  Page 2 of 8 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Tribe Spring 1st Half 2026 

Class 4 will have Wild Tribe on Tuesday afternoons. On Wild Tribe days, children need wellies 

and waterproof trousers and coats to wear over their uniform. Long hair needs to be tied up. 

 

Class pages 

Please see your child’s Class Page on our website for information about this term’s learning: 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/children/class-pages/ 
 

Music Lessons 

Unfortunately, Mrs Ruth Hayes is not continuing with music lessons at Halwill. We are in the 

process of recruiting for a new music teacher and we will let you know as soon as we are 

able to offer this.  

 

Mrs Ruh Alford 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

Useful Links 

School Contact  

Details 

Tel: 01409 221476 

Email: 

admin@halwill.devon

.sch.uk  

Website: Halwill 

Primary School – 

Halwill and Ashwater 

Primary Schools 

Safeguarding: If you 

have any concerns 

about a child, please 

speak to one of the 

safeguarding team 

or email      

safeguarding@halwill

.devon.sch.uk 

Safeguarding Lead  

Mrs Ruh Alford 

Deputy 

Safeguarding Leads 

Miss Jayne Miners 

Mrs Rosie Cawsey 

Attendance Officer 

Mrs Ceren Brooker 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 

These are on our 

website: 

https://www.thecare

yfederation.co.uk/as

hwater-primary-

school/parents/term-

dates/ 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/children/class-pages/
mailto:admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
mailto:safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk
mailto:safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS – Are you entitled to apply?  

Even though your child is entitled to universal infant free school meals in reception, year 1 and year 2, if you are eligible for 

free school meals it is important that you register as soon as possible as this attracts income for the school and will also allow 

you to benefit from:- 

• A full set of school uniform 

• Free attendance at Breakfast and After School Clubs 

• 2/3 reduction in residential fees 

CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY  

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more 

than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax 

and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school meals. 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

To apply please use the following link   

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live 

If you require any assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact the school offices. 

 

 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
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