Tuesday 3rd February 2026 THE CAREY FEDERATION

]
Halwill Primary School -
Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other Upcoming Events
Newsletter No. 16 Spring Term February 3
Wild Tribe — Class 4
Beer Feimilies, After school club — Football YR R -Y3

On Friday's Celebration Assembly, we awarded certificates to all those who participated in Affer school club ~Dance Class T -4

the 12 Reads of Christmas Challenge. Well done to all the children who logged their 12 reads February 4

on their Christmas bookmark. | am so impressed with the excellent ‘aim high’ attitude shown After school club - Board games and

and most importantly, the children are really developing a love of reading. The names of all Lego Class 1 -4

those who participated were put into a draw and the two winners, Daisy (Class 3) and Niamh February 9

(Class 4) were given a book token. Library Grand Opening 3:00 - 4:00p0m
February 10

See Class pictures below of the children with their certificates. Wild Tribe - Class 4

After school club — Football YRR -Y3
After school club — Dance Class 1 — 4

February 11
After school club —-Board games and

Class 1 and 2

Lego Class 1 -4

February 13
Last day of term

February 16
Half term

February 23
Non pupil day

February 24
Term starts

March 3
Parent Consultations 1:45 - 6.00pm

March 5
World Book Day

April 2
Last day of term

April 20
Term starts

May 4
Bank Holiday

June 5
Non pupil day

June 26
YR,1 & 2 The Gruffalo, Theatre Trip
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Library Grand Opening Monday 9t February — Families invited at 3:00 — 4:00 pm
| am delighted to tell you that the children’s author Tom Palmer will be opening our library
with the children on the morning of Monday 9t February.

At 3:00pm, we invite parents and wider family to come in and visit the library with your child
and spend some fime in the hall to see exhibitions from local libraries. Dogberry and Finch
bookshop will also have a book stall and will have Tom Palmer’s books for sale. The Friends will
also be providing refreshments. If you would like to make a donation, there will be a bucket
for a collection to go fowards more books for the library.

The event runs from 3:00 — 4:00 pm so you can either come in at 3:00 or come intfo school
after pick up. We look forward to seeing you.

WORLD

BOOK
DAY

6 MARCH 2026

WORLD BOOK DAY 5 March 2026
On Thursday 5* March the children are invited to celebrate World Book Day.

The children can come to school on that day dressed as a book character of their
choice.

The whole schoolwill be sharing a book atthe start ofthe day and then each class will be
doing some linked activities across the curriculum. At the end of the day, we willhold a
sharing assembly to look at what each class has been doing.

|deas for families can be found on the link below.

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/

Burton Art Gallery, Bideford

The children’s artwork will soon be displayed in the Burton Art Gallery as part of their Annual
Schools Exhibition. You will be able to view your child’s work in the Annual Schools Exhibition
which will run from 30 January — 15 March 2026

Start of School Day

A reminder that we have a ‘soft-start’ from 8:50 am so by 2:00 am all children should be in
school and ready for learning to start. Coming in, even a few minutes late, can be very
disrupftive to the children already in class and those arriving late can feel awkward coming
info a quiet classroom. Thank you for your support with this.

Useful Links

School Contact

Details
Tel: 01409 221476

Email:
admin@halwill.devon
.sch.uk

Website: Halwill
Primary School -
Halwill and Ashwater
Primary Schools

Safeguarding: If you
have any concerns
about a child, please
speak to one of the
safeguarding team
or email
safeguarding@halwill
-devon.sch.uk

Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Ruh Alford

Deputy
Safequarding Leads

Miss Jayne Miners
Mrs Rosie Cawsey

Attendance Officer

Mrs Ceren Brooker

Term Dates 2025 - 2026

These are on our
welbsite:

https:.//www.thecare

yfederation.co.uk/as
hwater-primary-

school/parents/term-

dates/
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Outlines of Support

Sometimes children need a little extra support or intervention. Teachers will be noting any
additional support or intervention for those children that need it, on an ‘Outline of Support’
and will send these home in the next couple of weeks. Please note the 'Outline of Support’ is
not aimed at children with Special Educational Needs, as these children will have a ‘My
Plan’. Teachers will invite parents in to look at these together in the next couple of weeks.

If you have concerns that your child may have a Special Educational Need, please raise this
with Mrs Cawsey, the Federation SENDCO. You can contact her via the school office to
arrange a meeting.

Parent Consultation — Tuesday 39 March. 1:45 - 6:00 pm

This is an important opportunity to meet you child’s teacher, look at their books and discuss
their progress. We will let you know when you can book in your 10 minute slots. Meetings are
offered in person or via Teams.

If your child has Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) you will also be invited to a
separate meeting fo discuss their MyPlan.

MCAS the new school app - MY CHILD AT SCHOOL

MCAS is the new school app replacing SchoolMoney which we are intending to launch on
Monday 9t February across the Federation. To aid this process it would most helpful if you
could download the free app ahead of Monday called My Child At School. You will receive
an email nofification which you need to accept and it is fully infegrated with our school
systems.

This app will allow you to book and pay for your dinners, trips and uniform. We will also use this
for online consents for trips and online consents for all school permissions.

Any balances that are on School Money will be fransferred to your MCAS account.

We will be sending guidance via an email on Monday and there will be hard copies in the
school office if needed. On Tuesday 10t February we will be offering a drop in opportunity for
anyone who needs assistance with the app.

In the meantime, it would greatly assist us if any arrears could be cleared. You will only be
able to book school lunches up to half term through School Money.

Mrs Alison Horn
Finance Officer

Xmas4Schools
Thank you to all those who placed an order with Xmas4Schools as it helped us raise £36.00

—

Mrs Ruh Alford
Executive Headteacher
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The Carey Qualities

e

Eachweelk children are awarded certificates in our Celebration Assembly for making a significant

Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Respectful | i'f_—f = b

effort to develop one of our Carey Qualities. The following children were awarded certificates. Well

done to them all.

For building

Relationships

For being

Resilient

For being

Resourceful

For being

Reflective

For being

Respectful

Franklin — Class 1
Sidney—Class 3

Evelyn — Class 4

(26" Jan)

Elsie - Class 3
lvy—Class 3

Ryan-Class 4

(26" Jan)

Frankie — Class 2

(26™ Jan)

Ella - Class 1
Elodie—Class 2
Callie —Class 4

(26™ Jan)
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,‘_BAG 2
SCHOOL

Halwill Primary School
Please leave your donations, in the bike shed
Tuesday 24" March 2026 between 09.30am to 3.00pm

{Bag 2 School collecting Wednesday 25" March 2026 at 9am)

BAG 2 SCHOOL is free fundraising, that specializes in the reuse and recycling of good quality
second hand clothing. All the bags will be weighed, and we will be paid for the total weight
collected.

Please use your own bags and there is no limit to the number of bags you wish to donate. Just
ensure the items are in the “we collect” list.

Help us raise money for Halwill Primary School while you have a good clear out!

) W Callect
If you have several bags to

donate, please do NOT drive into

school at drop off and pick up
times. ‘ E£ “ ‘

This will cause congestion and Clothes Faired shoes Handbags Hats
block access for people who have

prior permission to drive down to
school, during this time. u
If you need to drive down, with Scorvesond e By Jwaalery

your donations please stick to

Bags
the times above. Cg
Many thanks

Socks
Friends of Halwill Primary

School

BAG 2 ‘
SCHOOL = = 5

a [Drerts and bioniorts Piliowr ord cuibeorn Carprta, rugs aed merts
L

£

- Soied, paried. ripoed ar wet Sichoel unsdarrrs wit ond arthous Earperets hotiing and warkwear
“ . =
Tt ol sy, o of Wwnded Farmiturs and ionges Hemc Rateries
rarierial
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FREE @

FREE SCHOOL MEALS - Are you entitled to apply? ?1%1\({('}3[

Even though your child is entitled to universal infant free school meals in reception, year 1 and year 2, if you are eligible for
free school meals it is important that you register as soon as possible as this attracts income for the school and will also allow
you to benefit from:-

A full set of school uniform
Free attendance at Breakfast and After School Clubs
2/3 reduction in residential fees

CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

Income Support

income-based Jobseeker’'s Allowance

income-related Employment and Support Allowance

support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more
than £16,190)

Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax
and not including any benefits you get)

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school meals.

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both:

To apply please use the following link

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal LIVE/Account/LogineReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live

If you require any assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact the school offices.
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THE CAREY FEDERATION

i ™
il

Unautherised Holiday/Leave Request

Az you will be aware, Government Guidance advises that schools should not authorize requests for term time
absence unless the school has received suitable evidence of exceptional circumstances. The Government does

not consider a family holiday to be an exceptional circumstance.

In the absence of suitable evidence of exceptional circumstances, on this occasion the school cannot autharise
your reguest for a Term Time Absence. We believe that if students are to benefit from education, good
attendance is crucial. It is the policy of our school to celebrate achievement, and full attendance is a critical
factor to a productive and successful school career.

| must take this opportunity to remind you, that should you still choose to take your child out of school
unauthorised, then the school must refer the absence to the Local Authority for the consideration of initiating
Parental Responsibility Measures. If you have Parentzl Responsibility, this could mean receiving any of the
following.

* A Penalty Motice. Should a Penalty Notice be issued, ane notice will be issued to each
parent/carer for each child involved. Currently, each Penalty Notice is for £160, which is reduced
to £80 if paid within the first 21 days. If a Penalty Notice goes unpaid after 28 days, then court
proceedings will be initiated. If a previous Penalty Motice has been issued within the past 2 years,
then the Local Authority will proceed straight to Court.

® A Magistrates Summons that could lead to a criminal record, a fine of up to £2,500 and/for a term

of imprisonment for up to 3 months.

We understand the disappointment that a refusal may causze, but as you can appreciate, thiz policy represents

the school’s responsibility and commitment towards ensuring your child’s full and efficient education.

Yours sincerely
Mrs Ruh Alford

Executive Headteacher
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Friends of Halwill School

/
EASYFUNDRAISING

« Start your online shop on the Easyfundraising website/App.
+ We geta little money from the retailer when you shop.

« Scan, sign up and choose Halwill Primary.

PLEASE SIGN

88
88
70 - Target: 40 members

50 -

Iy Decamber 20073

Join us and make a difference! | Help us arow! +

For help setting up speak to the Friends: Guy Becky or Laura.
*Stand a chance to win £250 for the school this month.

/

Family Hub Advice &
Guidance Line, 0800
5385458

Mon-Fri 10am—4pm

BEST ;)
start DI/
INLIFE  2ovce g

Devon

County Council
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LJD COACHING
LIMITED

Scan mel!

https://playwaze.com/ijd
coaching/e85aljhpvsi/session-display?
evenlid=PhysicalEventSeries¥%2F123649-
B&overrideAdminView=True

Costﬁ

9
9:00am - 3:00pm 4-1llyearolds £15.00 a day
Football boots recommended
Shin Pads must be worn
Bring a coat and change of clothes.
Bring packed lunch, refillable water bottle and snack

 —

w!

am VWW.ljdcoaching.co.u

Holsworthy Amateur Theatrical Society

presents

Sat14th
Fébruary _zeze

% 0

rle online from
theatre
55 gam
HATS BOX OFFICE OPEN 1st Nover 2025, Yam-2pm
and then every Sat 0 m 10th Janu

* telephone boc £2: 0333 666 3366, N I'ri 9am pmand S
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Safety around dogs

The bond between your child and dog can bring fun and happiness to
family life. We don’t expect our own dog to bite, but any dog can bite

if they feel they have no other option.

Children are most likely to be bitten at home, by a familiar dog.
Luckily most bites are preventable and close supervision is key.

*A calm, happy dog is less likely to react

unsafaly to children's natural exuberance.

+ Give your dog a safe space of their own wheara
they can go if they need time out. Have a rule to
leave them alone whan they're there.

* Keep them occupied - physical exercise and
mental activity help keep your dog happy.

+ Teachyour child to be calm and kind with your

dog. Avoid shouting, teasing or restrictive cuddles.

‘*\r Close supervision is the most important

thing to keep children safe.

+ Watch, listen and remain close when your child
and dog are together.

* [ either your dog or child seems unhappy,

jpositively and calmly separate them. You can throw

your dog a treat or toy, or lead your child away.

* Understand your dog's body language soyou can

spot signs they feel uncomfortable or stressad.

+ When you know you'll be distracted during busier
times, use safety gates to keep children and dogs

separate. Or, tzke your child or dog with you.

‘*-' Trigger times - teach your child to leave
your dog alone when they are:

+ Sleaping - no-one likes to be woken up suddenly.

+ [Eating or having a treat - they might think you'ra
qgoing to take their food.

+ Have a toy or someathing elsa they realty like -
they might not want to share!

N
child accident

Department
: for Environment
prevention trust

Food & Rural Affairs

v..

*—- Your growing child - as your child

changes, the risks can change too.

+ Teach the rules to your child from an early
age and keap explaining them as your child
understands more.

+ Asyour child becomes more mobile, review
changes needed, like adding safety gates.

* Think zhead about your changing family life and
new risks that can emerge. Read our fact sheat
on bringing baby home.

*- Still worried?

+ |f you're worried by the way your dog is with
your child, talk to wour vet. Thay'll chieck your
doq’s health and can refer you to a gualified
animal behaviourist.

* Visit tha Animal Behaviour and Training Council
website to find a gualified behaviourist near you.

Thiswork was
:’ supportad by
the Office for Health
DegsTrust In_'lprm:e_menl. and
Disparnities [OHID

@ www.captorguk () @ChildAccidentPreventionTrust (@) @capt_charity
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