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Tuesday 3rd February 2026 
 

 Halwill Primary School 
 Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other 

 Newsletter No. 16 Spring Term 
 

Dear Families, 

 

On Friday’s Celebration Assembly, we awarded certificates to all those who participated in 

the 12 Reads of Christmas Challenge. Well done to all the children who logged their 12 reads 

on their Christmas bookmark. I am so impressed with the excellent ‘aim high’ attitude shown 

and most importantly, the children are really developing a love of reading. The names of all 

those who participated were put into a draw and the two winners, Daisy (Class 3) and Niamh 

(Class 4) were given a book token. 

See Class pictures below of the children with their certificates.  

Class 1 and 2 

 

 
 

Class 2 and 3 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

February 3 

Wild Tribe – Class 4 

After school club – Football YR R -Y3 

After school club – Dance Class 1 – 4 

February 4 

After school club – Board games and 

Lego Class 1 – 4 

February 9 

Library Grand Opening 3:00 – 4:00pm 

February 10 

Wild Tribe – Class 4 

After school club – Football YR R -Y3 

After school club – Dance Class 1 – 4 

February 11 

After school club –Board games and 

Lego Class 1 – 4 

February 13 

Last day of term 

February 16 

Half term 

February 23 

Non pupil day 

February 24 

Term starts 

-------------------- 

March 3 

Parent Consultations 1:45 – 6.00pm 

March 5 

World Book Day 

-------------------- 

April 2 

Last day of term  

April 20 

Term starts 

--------------------- 

May 4 

Bank Holiday 

 

--------------------- 

June 5 

Non pupil day 

June 26 

YR,1 & 2 The Gruffalo, Theatre Trip 
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Class 3 and 4 

 
 

Library Grand Opening Monday 9th February – Families invited at 3:00 – 4:00 pm 

I am delighted to tell you that the children’s author Tom Palmer will be opening our library 

with the children on the morning of Monday 9th February. 

 

At 3:00pm, we invite parents and wider family to come in and visit the library with your child 

and spend some time in the hall to see exhibitions from local libraries. Dogberry and Finch 

bookshop will also have a book stall and will have Tom Palmer’s books for sale. The Friends will 

also be providing refreshments. If you would like to make a donation, there will be a bucket 

for a collection to go towards more books for the library.  

 

The event runs from 3:00 – 4:00 pm so you can either come in at 3:00 or come into school 

after pick up. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/ 
 

 

Burton Art Gallery, Bideford 

The children’s artwork will soon be displayed in the Burton Art Gallery as part of their Annual 

Schools Exhibition. You will be able to view your child’s work in the Annual Schools Exhibition 

which will run from 30 January – 15 March 2026 

Start of School Day 

A reminder that we have a ‘soft-start’ from 8:50 am so by 9:00 am all children should be in 

school and ready for learning to start. Coming in, even a few minutes late, can be very 

disruptive to the children already in class and those arriving late can feel awkward coming 

into a quiet classroom. Thank you for your support with this. 

Useful Links 

School Contact  

Details 

Tel: 01409 221476 

Email: 

admin@halwill.devon

.sch.uk  

Website: Halwill 

Primary School – 

Halwill and Ashwater 

Primary Schools 

Safeguarding: If you 

have any concerns 

about a child, please 

speak to one of the 

safeguarding team 

or email      

safeguarding@halwill

.devon.sch.uk 

Safeguarding Lead  

Mrs Ruh Alford 

Deputy 

Safeguarding Leads 

Miss Jayne Miners 

Mrs Rosie Cawsey 

Attendance Officer 

Mrs Ceren Brooker 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 

These are on our 

website: 

https://www.thecare

yfederation.co.uk/as

hwater-primary-

school/parents/term-

dates/ 

mailto:admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/
mailto:safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk
mailto:safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/ashwater-primary-school/parents/term-dates/
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Outlines of Support 

Sometimes children need a little extra support or intervention. Teachers will be noting any 

additional support or intervention for those children that need it, on an ‘Outline of Support’ 

and will send these home in the next couple of weeks. Please note the ‘Outline of Support’ is 

not aimed at children with Special Educational Needs, as these children will have a ‘My 

Plan’. Teachers will invite parents in to look at these together in the next couple of weeks. 

If you have concerns that your child may have a Special Educational Need, please raise this 

with Mrs Cawsey, the Federation SENDCO. You can contact her via the school office to 

arrange a meeting. 

 

Parent Consultation – Tuesday 3rd March. 1:45 – 6:00 pm 

This is an important opportunity to meet you child’s teacher, look at their books and discuss 

their progress. We will let you know when you can book in your 10 minute slots. Meetings are 

offered in person or via Teams. 

 

If your child has Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) you will also be invited to a 

separate meeting to discuss their MyPlan. 

 

MCAS the new school app – MY CHILD AT SCHOOL  

MCAS is the new school app replacing SchoolMoney which we are intending to launch on 

Monday 9th February across the Federation. To aid this process it would most helpful if you 

could download the free app ahead of Monday called My Child At School. You will receive 

an email notification which you need to accept and it is fully integrated with our school 

systems. 

This app will allow you to book and pay for your dinners, trips and uniform. We will also use this 

for online consents for trips and online consents for all school permissions. 

Any balances that are on School Money will be transferred to your MCAS account. 

We will be sending guidance via an email on Monday and there will be hard copies in the 

school office if needed. On Tuesday 10th February we will be offering a drop in opportunity for 

anyone who needs assistance with the app. 

In the meantime, it would greatly assist us if any arrears could be cleared. You will only be 

able to book school lunches up to half term through School Money.  

 

Mrs Alison Horn 

Finance Officer 

 

Xmas4Schools 

Thank you to all those who placed an order with Xmas4Schools as it helped us raise £36.00 

 

 
Mrs Ruh Alford 

Executive Headteacher 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS – Are you entitled to apply?  

Even though your child is entitled to universal infant free school meals in reception, year 1 and year 2, if you are eligible for 

free school meals it is important that you register as soon as possible as this attracts income for the school and will also allow 

you to benefit from:- 

• A full set of school uniform 

• Free attendance at Breakfast and After School Clubs 

• 2/3 reduction in residential fees 

CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY  

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more 

than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax 

and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school meals. 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

To apply please use the following link   

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live 

If you require any assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact the school offices. 

 

 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
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