
 

 

 

 

 

Halwill Primary School 
Newsletter No.27 

Summer Term. 16th May 2023  
01409 221476 

admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk 

Dear Parents, 

A huge well done to Year 6, who aimed high and were resilient throughout their SATs last week. They 

remained calm and positive and did their very best, which is all we can ask of them. Very well done; we 

are extremely proud of them. Good luck to Year 2 who have their SATs this week. 

We had an excellent week celebrating the King’s Coronation. The children of Class 4 sang at Halwill 

Manor for the residents in aid of the Coronation ‘The Big Help Out’ and they were a fantastic credit to 

the school. They sang beautifully and were very respectful of the residents. The residents had a lovely 

time and sang along with the well-known songs including ‘You are my sunshine’. We are very proud of 

everyone in class 4 for taking part in this very important event for the community. 

 

 

Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other  



All the children enjoyed the ‘Big Lunch’ street party lunch, albeit     

indoors due to the weather. Children learnt about the Coronation in 

class and in assembly, they had the opportunity to look at               

commemorative newspapers and magazines from historical royal 

events. Thank you to Mike Cutler, a local historian, for providing 

these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children had a super time meeting Bex Rayner, the England Under 23 footballer. Bex had a real ‘Aim High’, ‘Be 
Resilient’ attitude which she conveyed to the children through her journey through challenges to achieve her 
dreams. Thank you to all those who contributed with fundraising.  

 

 

 



Maths Workshop for Parents 

Mrs Batstone, our Maths Lead, led an excellent parent workshop. Parents who attended commented that they 

are now much clearer on the current methods and reasons behind them. If you were unable to attend, please 

see the following powerpoints on the Maths page of our website:  

Maths Meeting Summer 2023:  

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Summer-2023-Parents-Maths-CPD.pdf 

Information Guide to Using Manipulatives:  

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Parents-manipulatives-Guide.pdf 

Oxford Reading Buddy 

This is proving to be a really useful tool in helping children develop their comprehension skills. Therefore,         

children should be accessing Reading Buddy at home, 2 or 3 times per week. This forms part of their 5 reads per 

week. Children should be doing the follow-up quizzes and using the interactive elements in the text, where they 

are asked questions. Even 15 minutes on Reading Buddy can make a difference to children’s comprehension. 

Teachers are monitoring usage and will support children who are unable to access this so please speak to your 

child’s teacher if you are unable to access Reading Buddy at home. 

School Lunches 

Thank you to everyone who has booked this week’s lunches over the weekend. It does make a considerable 

difference to the smooth operation when registering classes, in the office and in the kitchen. 

Unfortunately, last week, a number of lunches had not been ordered in advance. Whilst we understand that the 

Bank Holiday threw parents out, it did cause a significant issue in school. Adding children’s lunches at the last  

minute meant that there was insufficient food and consequently some children whose parents had pre-booked 

ended up with smaller portions as there wasn’t enough food to go around. It’s a bit like planning dinner at home 

for 4 people and then 6 arrive. As you can imagine, a stressful situation for those in the kitchen. 

To ensure that children whose parents have pre-booked a school lunch don’t have reduced portions, we will only 

be able to offer a jacket potato option to anyone whose lunch is not pre-booked by midnight on the previous 

day. 

Dietary Requirements 

Devon Norse, our caterers, have asked that parents complete this ‘Special Diet Form’ if your child has a food    
allergy or intolerance. You can either download a copy of the form here:  
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/parents/school-dinner-menus/ or request a paper 
copy from the office.  Please complete it and return it as soon as possible. 
 
Teaching Assistants 

I am delighted to tell you that, despite the well reported financial pressures on schools, Governors have            

approved the Federation keeping our additional Teaching Assistants for another year. You will remember that we 

appointed two additional TAs this year, one to work at Halwill (Thomasin Farrow) and another to work across the 

Federation (Ella Danan). We recognise that TAs offer much needed support to children so we are very pleased to 

be able to keep up a high level of TA support in the classrooms. 

A huge congratulations to Becky Steward, who has achieved the status of Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA). 

Miss Steward has worked diligently through this challenging course and demonstrates all the skills required in 

the classroom. Well done Miss Steward! 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Summer-2023-Parents-Maths-CPD.pdf
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Parents-manipulatives-Guide.pdf
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/parents/school-dinner-menus/


North Dartmoor Search and Rescue Team, Wednesday 24th May 

We have arranged for North Dartmoor Search and 

Rescue to visit our school. They will bring in 

equipment and the mountain rescue vehicles for 

the children to look at as part of this visit and talk 

to them about their work. 

In addition, Year 5 and 6 pupils will be taught 

basic First Aid from Carl Tinkler, who volunteers 

for North Dartmoor Rescue Team and delivers First Aid training to our staff. We understand that preparing      

children with the basic First Aid skills when they really count will give our children confidence in how to deal with 

potential situations they may meet as they become more independent.  

We are in such a privileged position living so close to Dartmoor National Park. We think it is a great opportunity 

to raise awareness of the beauty of our local environment and a great way to acknowledge the work of the      

volunteers of the North Dartmoor Search and Rescue Team.  Therefore, we are asking for a £1 donation, payable 

on SchoolMoney. This will go to North Dartmoor Search and Rescue Team, which is a registered charity and is 

100% dependent on donations from the public. The team excels during extreme weather events when its         

intervention frequently saves lives. 

Music Lessons 

Ruth Hayes will then begin Class 4 Recorder lessons on Wednesday 17th May. 

The Carey Qualities 

 Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Respectful 

Each Thursday children are awarded certificates in our Celebration Assembly for making a significant 

effort to develop one of our Carey Qualities. Last week the following children were awarded            

certificates. Well done to them all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For building 

Relationships 

For being 

Resilient 

For being 

Resourceful 

For being 

Reflective 

For being 

Respectful 

Class 1—Joseph 

Class 4—Leonie 

Class 1—Scarlett 

Class 2– Freddie 

Class 3—Hadley 

Class 4—Summer 

Class 2 – Ryan 

Class 4—Carter 

 Class 3—Zeejay 

Have you moved house?  Changed your mobile     

number?   

No longer have a landline?  

Please ensure you keep us   informed of all changes to 

your contact details.  This can easily be done by using 

the SIMS parent app or email the office.  Thank you  



Friends of Halwill Primary School 

Friends of the school appreciates that times are hard at the moment, and we don’t want to keep pestering for 
money, but we would like you to consider signing up to easy fundraising. We can raise funds whilst you are      
shopping online, if you download the app and with the donation reminder applied to your phone or computer the 
donation will automatically be applied. The donation percentage may seem small but the more parents and carers 
we have supporting in this way the more we can raise. 
 
We have also listed second hand uniform on Facebook, search for “Halwill Primary School’s 2nd Hand Uniform”. 
Simply comment on the photo if there is anything you would like. We are asking for a small donation per item. 
 
Thank you 
Friends of Halwill Primary School 
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/assets/blt2159bb3d91e9d580/easyfundraising-poster-a4.pdf  

Friends of Halwill Primary School 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/assets/blt2159bb3d91e9d580/easyfundraising-poster-a4.pdf


Safeguarding at Halwill 
 

The Safeguarding Team 

 
Designated Safeguarding Lead:       Attendance Officer:  
Mrs R Alford         Miss S Revers 
            Safeguarding Governor: 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead:        Mrs A Clark  
Mrs A Rothery 
Miss J Miners 
Mrs R Cawsey—SENDCo 

 
 
 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING ON-LINE? 

Our own survey of our own children had similarly alarming figures to ones in the research below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dates for your diary:  

May 

18th    Swimming Years 3 & 4 

22nd    Yr R, 1 & 2 trip to Newquay Zoo 

24th    North Dartmoor search and rescue team visiting  

25th     Swimming Years 5 & 6 

29th May to 2nd June Half term 

June 

5th    Non-pupil day  

8th    Swimming Years 5 & 6 

15th    Swimming Years 5 & 6 

22nd    Swimming Years 5 & 6 

27th & 28th   HCC year 6 transition days 

29th    Okehampton College year 6 taster day 

29th    Swimming Years R, 1 & 2 

July 

4th to 6th   Class 4 London Trip 

6th    Swimming Years R, 1 & 2 

13th    Swimming Years R, 1 & 2 

13th    Sports Day.  Parents/carers welcome at 1.30pm.  

20th    Swimming Years R, 1 & 2 

21st    Last day of term 

 

 

Term dates: https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/parents/term-dates/ 

 

 

Please remember to order  
your School lunches via  

schoolmoney by Friday of  each week.   
This helps us cater correctly.   Thank you  

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-primary-school/parents/term-dates/











