Monday 22nd September 2025

Halwill Primary School

Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other

Newsletter No. 3 Autumn Term

Dear Families,

This year we will be participating in a new programme of sports activities within the DISP group.
DISP stands for Devon Independent Schools Partnership and is a group of local maintained
schools (i.e. we are not part of an academy frust). We establised the group and forged links a
few years ago. Through DISP we have offered children a number of opportunities as well as
development and training for our staff.

Holsworthy College are no longer offering sports events or fixtures so unfortunately the usual
programme of events won't take place this year. However, there will be a number of DISP
events throughout the year beginning on the afternoon of Friday 26™ September with Tag
Rugby for Yé. Letters were sent out on Friday.

This Friday will be busy as we also have an author visit from John Townsend.
https://johntownsend.co.uk/

John is an author of children’s books for all ages, After over 40 years in children’s publishing,
John has written approximately 350 books, ranging from quick reads to novels, non-fiction,
plays, poems, picture books, board books with fancy flaps and reading schemes for schools.

Medical Form

If you haven't already done so, please complete the following form regarding your child's
health for our records, even if you have previously completed this form. Thank you
https://forms.gle/jg5s8Svb4pvmZNWp7 Please complete this by Wednesday 24t September.

Attendance

Thank you for your support with your child’'s attendance. | know our families do send children
into school when they are well enough to be here. | am also aware that there have been bugs
going around and we do ask that children remain off school for 48 hours after their last bout of
sickness or diarrhea. We appreciate that this will affect children’s attendance but cannot be
helped. Therefore, it is very important that children are in school when they are able to be.
Please see an important letter regarding holiday requests later in the newsletter.

Change of Non-Pupil Day 2026 — Royal Cornwall Show, Friday 5th June 2024

This year we had a non-pupil day that wasn't attached to a holiday. Next year we have the
same planned in the Summer Term on Monday 22nd June 2026. However, on reflection, we feel
that it would benefit our farming families if this non-pupil day was moved to coincide with The
Royal Cornwall Show. This would allow families to attend the show on Friday 5th June 2026. We
hope that many families will make the most of this opportunity fo enjoy an event that is so
important to our rural heritage. Please note, as we are providing this opportunity, we will not be
able to authorise requests to attend the show on Thursday 4th June.

THE CAREY FEDERATION

Upcoming Events

September 23
Wild Tribe Class 3

After School Club - KS2 Hockey
After school club - Showtime Club
-Y1-6

Ruth Hayes music lesson start

September 25
Holsworthy Open Evening

September 26
Appledore Book Festival — Visit from

Author John Townsend 11am
Y5/6 DISP Tag Rugby at Winkleigh
School (pm)

October 10
Bags2School

October 14
Harvest Assembly 9:15 am -parents

and carers welcome

October 16
Clive Pig visit at Halwill

for Class 2 Ashwater and Class 3
Halwill

October 21
Tempest Individual

photographs/siblings

October 24
End of Term

November 3
Non pupil day

November 4
First day of Autumn 2nd Half

November 10
Flu Immunisation

November 11
Parent Consultation 1:45- 6:00pm

November 27
KS2 The Lion, The Witch and The

Wardrobe, Theatre Royal Plymouth
12:00- 6:30pm (approx.)
Term Dates 2025 -2024

These are on our website:

https://www.thecareyfederation.
co.uk/ashwater-primary-
school/parents/term-dates/
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS - Are you entitled to apply?

Even though your child is entitled to universal infant free school meals in reception, year 1 and
year 2, if you are eligible for free school meals it is important that you register as soon as possible
as this attracts income for the school and will also allow you to benefit from:-

e A full set of school uniform
o Free attendance at Breakfast and After School Clubs
e 2/3 reduction in residential fees

CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
e Income Support

e income-based Jobseeker’'s Allowance

e income-related Employment and Support Allowance

e support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
e the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an
annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

e Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less
than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can
also get free school meals.

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is
both:

To apply please use the following link

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal LIVE/Account/Login2ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitiz
enPortal_live

If you require any assistance, then please do not hesitate to contact the school offices.

Mrs Ruh Alford
Executive Headteacher

Useful Links

School Contact
Details

Tel: 01409 221476

Email:
admin@halwill.de
von.sch.uk

Website: Halwill
Primary School —
Halwill and
Ashwater Primary
Schools

Safeguarding: If
you have any
concerns about a
child, please
speak to one of
the safeguarding
tfeam or email
safeguarding@hal
will.devon.sch.uk

Safeguarding
Lead

Mrs Ruh Alford

Deputy

Safeguarding
Leads

Miss Jayne Miners
Mrs Rosie Cawsey
Mrs Alix Rothery

Attendance
Officer

Mrs Ceren Brooker
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HE CAREY FEDERATION

09 221476
admin@ halwill. devon.sch.uk

-

Unautherised Holiday/Leave Request

Az you will be aware, Government Guidance advises that schools should not authorize requests for term time
absence unless the school has received suitable evidence of exceptional circumstances. The Government does

not consider a family holiday to be an exceptional circumstance.

In the absence of suitable evidence of exceptional circumstances, on this occasion the school cannot autharise
your reguest for a Term Time Absence. We believe that if students are to benefit from education, good
attendance is crucial. It is the policy of our school to celebrate achievement, and full attendance is a critical
factor to a productive and successful school career.

| must take this opportunity to remind you, that should you still choose to take your child out of school
unauthorised, then the school must refer the absence to the Local Authority for the consideration of initiating
Parental Responsibility Measures. If you have Parentzl Responsibility, this could mean receiving any of the
following.

* A Penalty Motice. Should a Penalty Notice be issued, one notice will be issued to each
parent/carer for each child involved. Currently, each Penalty Notice is for £160, which is reduced
to £80 if paid within the first 21 days. If a Penalty Notice goes unpaid after 28 days, then court
proceedings will be initiated. If a previous Penalty Motice has been issued within the past 2 years,
then the Local Authority will proceed straight to Court.

® A Magistrates Summons that could lead to a criminal record, a fine of up to £2,500 and/for a term

of imprisonment for up to 3 months.

We understand the disappointment that a refusal may causze, but as you can appreciate, thiz policy represents

the school’s responsibility and commitment towards ensuring your child’s full and efficient education.

Yours sincerely
Mrs Ruh Alford

Executive Headteacher
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BAG 2
SCHOOL
Halwill Primary School
Please leave your donations, in the bike shed

Thursday 9" October between 09.30am to 3.00pm
(Bag 2 School collecting Friday 10" October)

BAG 2 SCHOOL is free fundraising, that specialises in the reuse and recycling of good quality
second hand clothing. All the bags will be weighed, and we will be paid for the total weight
collected.

Please use your own bags and there is no limit to the number of bags you wish to donate. Just
ensure the items are in the “we collect” list.

Help us raise money for Halwill Primary School while you have a good clear out!

If you have several bags to ‘ @ " ‘

donate, please do NOT drive into
Handbogs

school at drop off and pick up
Poired shoes

times. ‘
b & ©Q

This will cause congestion and
block access for people who have
prior permission to drive down to
school, during this time.

If you need to drive down, with
your donations please stick to
the times above.

Scarves and ties

Many thanks

idh 108 (D

Belts
Friends of Halwill Primary
School

BAG 2
SCHOOL = 5 o

‘ &) wowrcans |

Duvets ond boskets Pillows and cushions Corpets. rugs end mats.
mw_ma“ h [ warewear
lege
Teutde off cuts, yorns or threoded Furniture and karge iteme Botenes

‘L Free Online Wellbeing Courses for Families Across Cornwall and Devon

Families across Cornwall, Devon, Plymouth, Torbay and the Isles of Scilly can now access free online courses to support parenting, child development and mental wellbeing.

Created by NHS professionals, these flexible courses cover topics like:

+ Understanding your child's behaviour
+ Supporting emotional health
+ Navigating teenage years

More information can be found here - inourplace.co.ukicomwall-and-devon .

Page 4 of 5




The Care

ualities S

Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Respectful '

Each week children are awarded certificates in our Celebration Assembly for making a significant
effort to develop one of our Carey Qualities. The following children were awarded certificates. Well

done to them all.
For building For being For being For being For being
Relationships Resilient Resourceful Reflective Respectful
Sofia-Class 1 Chloe-Class3 | Euan-Class 2 | Poppy-Class3 | Kacey-Class 1
Millie — Class 2 Emily-Class 4 | Lottie-Class 2 Dougie - Class 3
Freddie V- Class 4 Ted-Class 4

A B4 y
Dartmoor
Multi Academy

7§ HOLSWORTHY""
"COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SMALL ENOUGCH TO KNOW YOU. BIC ENOUGH TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

YEARS &6
OPEN EVENING 2025

;i_*,,ln THURSDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 2025 [

Principal’'s Welcome A7
3:45pm & 5:30pm ‘_'J’
in the purple circle

R
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Victoria Hill
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& Holsworthy Devon, EX22 6D
"’f: PRINCIPAL: MR ANDREW SWEENEY 01409 253430 ADMINGHCCDEVON.ORC I
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Friends of Halwill School

-

.

EASYFUNDRAISING

« Start your online shop on the Easyfundraising website/App.
* We geta littie money from the retailer when you shop.

« Scan, sign up and choose Halwill Primary.

PLEASE SIGN

Target: 40 members

Ty Decomber 2073

For help setting up speak to the Friends: Guy Becky or Laura.
*Stand a chance to win £250 for the school this month.

/
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