
The Carey Federation - KS2 Reading

Aims of this meeting:

• To explain KS2 Reading learning in the Carey Federation.

• To discuss how you can help your child at home



In the Carey Federation we aim to…

• Promote a life long love of reading. 

We believe Reading is fundamental to education. Proficiency in reading is vital for 
pupils’ success. Through Reading, children develop communication skills for 
education, and for life and work in the future. Pupils who find it difficult to learn 
to read are likely to struggle across the curriculum.

Reading for pleasure is associated with higher levels of achievement; those who are 
good at reading, tend to read more; they learn more and expand their vocabulary 
and knowledge.

Our Intent is for all children to be able to read with fluency, understanding and 
for pleasure by the time they leave us.

- The Carey Federation Website



Why read?    Top 10 reasons….. 

1) Children who read often and widely get better at it.

2) Reading exercises our brains.

3) Reading improves concentration.

4) Reading teaches children about the world around them.

5) Reading improves vocabulary and leads to more highly-developed language skills.



Why read?    Top 10 reasons….. 

6) Reading develops a child’s imagination.

7) Reading helps children develop empathy.

8) Children who read do better at school in all subjects.

9) Reading is a great form of entertainment.

10) Reading relaxes the body and calms the mind.



Children who read 
1,000,000 words 
a year are in the 
top 2% of reading 

achievement. 

When children have a 
home library, as little as 
20 books of their own, 
they achieve 3 more 

years of schooling than 
children who don’t have 

any books. 

Read for 20 minutes a 
day and you’ll read 

1,800,000 words per 
year.

Children learn 
4,000 to 

12,000 words a 
year through 

reading.Reading for 6 
minutes a day 
reduces stress 

by 68%



The National Curriculum

• The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 
consist of 2 dimensions:

• word reading

• comprehension (both listening and reading)



National Curriculum domains







Vocabulary – find and explain the meaning 
of words in context (2a)



Infer – make and justify inferences using 
evidence from the text (2d)



Predict – Predict what might happen from 
the details given and implied (2e)



Explain (2f, 2g, 2h)

Explain how content is related and contributes to the meaning 
as a whole.

Explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of language.

Explain the themes and patterns that develop across the text.

Explain how information contributes to the overall experience.



Explain



Retrieve – Retrieve and record information and 
identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 

(2b)



Summarise – Summarise the main ideas 
from more than one paragraph (2c)



Reading opportunities in KS2

• High quality text used to deliver English teaching sequence –
cross curricular

• Topic texts

• 1:1

• Independent

• Story time 

• Whole class reading



What is whole class reading?

Instead of guided reading groups and a carousel of activities, 
pupils have daily reading lessons as a whole class. These lessons:

• Are built around the teacher reading high-quality and 
challenging texts, which are dissected by the class through 
high-level questioning and discussion.

• Include a range of activities – not all of which have to have a 
written outcome – that enable pupils to develop their vocabulary 
and comprehension skills.  



Why do we believe it is better than guided 
reading? 

• Pupils are regularly immersed in high-quality children’s 
literature

• Pupils are able to improve speaking and listening skills, as well as 
developing comprehension skills.

• More time is given to modelling skills rather than just assessing 
ability.

• Behaviour for learning is improved as all pupils are engaged in 
the lesson



How does it work?

• The teacher selects a high-quality piece of children’s literature or 
non-fiction text that will challenge all pupils. It should be at a level 
beyond that at which they can read independently. The text can be 
linked to a relevant topic and used to benefit other subjects. 

• The learning objective for the session is the same for all pupils. Pupils 
will have access to the same activities and levels of questioning but 
with differing levels of support provided depending on pupil needs. 

• The teacher reads the text to the class, modelling fluency, intonation 
and comprehension, and pupils follow the text with their own copy. 
There is opportunity for choral, paired and independent reading. 



How does it work continued…..

• The teacher uses skillful questioning and discussion to help pupils get to 
grips with new vocabulary and develop their understanding of the text. 

• Pupils work on activities that help them to develop their comprehension of 
the text. Depending on the activity, pupils may work in mixed-ability groups, 
pairs or by themselves. Activities do not always need a written outcome, for 
example drama may be used to help children explore a character through 
role-play, debates or freeze frames. 

• The teacher makes assessments throughout to inform planning of future 
sessions. 



How does it work continued…..

• How the domains are taught varies depending on the text or 
needs of the class. There may be a particular domain in focus 
for half a term, so it can be explored in great depth (although 
all domains will be covered) or different domains can be taught 
each session. 

• Sometimes more than one domain will be covered in a lesson, but 
there will be one in focus and covered in more depth. 



The power of the whole class read

Rupert Knight 2019



Independent reading

• At the start of KS2 (year 3) books may be roughly banded to 
give pupils support with choosing books to read. 

• Even though they are free readers, staff closely monitor what 
pupils are reading to ensure over time they read a range of text 
types which are suitably challenging but not too difficult. 

• Often pupils will want to choose a long book thought to be 
popular with their peers but these are not usually suitable. 

• Pupils can choose books from home as their reading book. 



Reading at home

• X 5 per week - with an adult not just independently

• Talk about the book - use the support questions from the 
domains

• Visit your local library 

• Read to your child

Video clips – ‘why read to your child?’ and ‘Ten things to think 
about when you read to your child’. 



Any questions?

https://www.teachpal.co.uk/free-ebooks-for-children/


