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The Tests

The children will undertake tests in:

English:

Reading 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling 

Maths:

Paper 1: Arithmetic

Paper 2: Reasoning

Paper 3: Reasoning

Writing: standards are evidenced across several pieces of writing. A teacher assessment 
that is moderated internally. Local Authority moderators quality assure judgements.

SATs  - Standard Assessment Test/Tasks (SATs) are designed to assess pupils’ knowledge and 
understanding of specific elements of the KS2 programmes of study. Teachers attend 
training.

Access arrangements. 
• Extra Time
• Prompt/Rest breaks
• Reader
• Scribe/transcribe



Timetable

Monday

13th May

English Grammar test    45 mins

English Spelling test 20 mins

Tuesday 

14th May 

English Reading test      60 mins

Wednesday

15th May

Maths Arithmetic (Paper 1)

30 mins

Maths Reasoning (Paper 2) 

40 mins

Thursday 16th

May

Maths Reasoning (Paper 3) 

40 mins



• The Reading Test consists of a single test paper 
with three unrelated reading texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which 
includes reading the texts and answering the 
questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

•Questions are designed to assess the 
comprehension and understanding of a child’s 
reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected 
response, others require short answers and some 
require an extended response or explanation.

Reading



There maybe a non-fiction text included, e.g. an 
information text, a persuasive leaflet or a 
newspaper article.



Poetry appears regularly in the test paper. Children are 
asked to describe the effect of certain word choices and 
comment on the poem’s meaning.



The last text in the paper is usually the most demanding. At 
this stage, there may also be more inference based questions 
– the answers may be implied rather than stated in an 
obvious way.



How are we preparing in school?
• Daily guided or whole class reading activities – teach the skills of scanning, 

inferring, justifying and using evidence.
• Hearing children read and reading aloud to them –Class teachers/Teaching 

assistants model how to read with expression and lead class discussions about 
literature. 

• Opportunities for reading across the curriculum – incorporating different types of 
non-fiction texts (such as newspaper articles, fact-files and even comic strips) in 
History, Geography and Science.

• Practise with previous SATs papers and CGP materials.



How can parents help?
• Listen to your child reading
It’s still really important that your child continues to read aloud to you. The 
emphasis will be on reading fluently and with expression, understanding more 
complex plots and broadening their vocabulary as well as building an understanding 
of how punctuation and grammar are used.

• Check understanding
Whatever your child is reading it’s good to check that they are grasping the deeper 
levels of meaning (why things happen or how things work). Ask them to tell you 
about what they are reading, retell parts of the story, explain a specific section or 
make connections.

• Carey Federation Website
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Reading-domain-
support-questions-and-prompts.pdf



Grammar, spelling and punctuation

• A Spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting 
approximately 15 minutes.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, 
including some multiple choice.

•Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar.







Sample SPaG question



Sample SPaG question



Sample SPaG question



How are we preparing in school?

• Integrate grammar and punctuation knowledge into general writing tasks–
when children are composing their own pieces, e.g. stories, reports, diary 
entries, we focus on how to construct different types of sentences and ensure 
that children use a variety of punctuation confidently.

• Regular spelling, grammar and punctuation lessons – teach the terminology, 
how to use punctuation devices and practise spelling rules.

• Familiarity with test-style questions– practise.



How can parents help?

•Help your child learn any spellings that are sent home 
Rewrite the spellings to practise; play spelling games and compete against each 
other; keep spellings on display, somewhere central.

•Be a punctuation detective
When reading to and/or with your child discuss they use of inverted commas to 
mark speech, the use of parenthesis (brackets) to add additional information, the 
use of capital letters etc. 



Maths

• Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’- usually about 36 questions- lasting for 30 minutes, 
covering calculation methods for all operations, including use of fractions, 
percentages and decimals.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each lasting for 40 
minutes.

• Pupils need to apply calculation skills to answer questions in context and decide 
what is required to find a solution.



Arithmetic



Arithmetic



Reasoning



Reasoning



How are we preparing in school?

• Fluency of methods across four operations – efficiency in mental and formal 
written methods.

• Opportunities to reason – we encourage children to apply their calculation skills 
to different contexts and try to make links to real-life where possible.

• Familiarity with test-style questions–



How can parents help?
•Rehearsing times tables
Recall of times tables facts can help with multiplication and division 
questions, but also when working out word problems in the reasoning 
paper. 

•Regular practise of written arithmetic methods
The more practise that children can have of using formal calculation 
methods, the better. 

•Homework



• Across the Federation we offer an afterschool SATs Club: 

• Dates will be shared in the newsletter. A tried and tested way that helps boost 
children’s confidence to tackle the tests.

• Plus – they get a drink of squash and a couple of biscuits too!!! 



Things to do at home

⚫ Keep the children calm! We want them to do well but don’t wish the children to get 
unduly stressed 

⚫ Motivation and having a positive attitude are both important. We want the children to 
have high aspirations! 

⚫ Ensure that the children do find time to complete homework.
⚫ Use any of the (numerous) revision guides available. These are most effective when 

adults work through some of the activities with their child – most of the guides will have 
notes for parents (a huge variety available on amazon.co.uk) 

⚫ The revision materials and practice tests are generally effective in helping children –
obviously don’t over do it!

⚫ As the tests get closer ensure the children are eating and sleeping well – healthy body, 
healthy mind theory. Give them time for fun too – particularly the chance to be active 





• Please ensure children attend school unless absolutely extenuating circumstances.

• Please arrive on time to avoid any unnecessary stress / anxiety

• Children should eat a healthy breakfast

• We will provide all equipment pens, pencils etc. 

• Children may bring a small mascot but there should be no writing / numbers on it

• Children should have a drinks bottle for their table

• Mrs Alford and Class Teacher oversee the tests. Governors visit during the week to 
observe the appropriate processes are taking place



• All displays that could be used as prompts are removed

• Sit at individual spaces

• Children must work in exam conditions; no communication- verbal or non-verbal

• Tests locked away and opened in front of the children

• Instructions given to children, opportunity to ask questions, start and finish time shared

• Children must stop writing as soon as the time is up. Time reminders will be given

• Children to use the toilet before the test. They will be allowed to go but this will take time away 
from the test. Children are escorted to the toilet and an adult will wait outside

• If a chid does not feel well, they must put their hand up and we will take care of them

• All SATs papers are securely packaged up immediately after the test and locked away. A courier 
collects these and sent to be marked.



From 2016, scaled scores have been used to report SATs test outcomes. Your child’s marks will be 
used in conjunction with teacher assessment to give a broader picture of their attainment.

• What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

• Each pupil’s raw test score is converted into a scaled score ranging from above or below 100.

• A scaled score of 100 represents the Expected National Standard.
• A scaled score of 110 represents the Greater Depth Standard

• The scale does have a lower end point below 100 and an upper end point above 100.

• for the test results, each pupil will receive a summary from their school that shows:
oA raw score (number of raw marks awarded).
oA scaled score in each tested subject.
oStandard achieved

Marking the SATs



• Schools receive SATs results in July via a secure portal 

• We then go through the results and if we think an error has been made we 
will raise this. It will be looked into and if a result is to be changed, we are 
notified

• Once we are satisfied that all results are accurate, we transcribe the results on 
to a sheet, together with an explanation of the results

• This will be sent to parents with the End of Year School Report



Questions?


