
 

 

 

 

 

 

Halwill Primary School 
Newsletter No.13 

Autumn Term. 14th December 2020 

01409 221476 

admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk 

Dear Parents,  
 
The School is glistening with a beautiful Christmas tree 
and decorations. My sincere thanks to the Friends for 
providing such a stunning and beautiful tree, which is   
certainly appreciated by all as we have entered our last 
week of the Autumn term. This term has been another 
extraordinary term as we have navigated the COVID-19 challenges together with such evident         
teamwork and professionalism. Everyone is exhausted, but I am delighted that we have got this far 
without having to close any bubbles. Learning has continued face-to-face and remotely through blended 
learning and I am grateful to you all for working together - teachers, support staff, parents and last but 
certainly not least, our pupils who have embraced the challenges, ‘aiming high’ and ‘being resilient’ with 
positivity this term. 
 
We have missed some of our whole school community events this term, including Harvest, weekly    
face-to-face assemblies and Remembrance, although we have made use of technology to carry these 
out remotely. We are not able to host as many of our Christmas events as usual, but we have tried to 
run as many as possible and deliver them remotely or in bubbles.  Full details are on the Christmas    
programme attached. I am pleased to say that Father Christmas will be visiting on Wednesday. He will 
be outside by the Christmas tree and children will come out, in bubbles to see him. 
 
Staff are busy recording the Christmas shows. This has been an additional, new challenge but as ever, 
they have ‘aimed high’ and I am excited to see the outcome. On Thursday, we will have a Federation 
virtual assembly and the children will have the opportunity to watch the completed shows. I invite you 
to watch remotely on Thursday evening, when the shows will be shared on Class Dojo and on Facebook. 
This in itself has been an additional challenge as two versions of some scenes have needed to be made, 
depending on permissions. 
 
Thank you for all the kind and positive comments made about the school’s efforts this term, they really 
are appreciated. 
 
Update Regarding Christmas Holidays: 
 
Last week, you received a text confirming school will remain open on Friday 18th December following 
DfE advice that schools could take Friday as an additional training day. As you will have seen in the 
newsletter last week, schools were asked to be on-call for 7 days after the end of term, in case a child 
tested positive in that time. This would take us to Christmas Day. By stopping a day early, we would only 
need to be on call until Christmas Eve. However, we felt that breaking early would be inconvenient for 
parents and disappointing for children and staff. 

Aim High; Be Resilient; Take Care of Each Other  



In the meantime, the advice regarding informing the school of a positive result has changed. Here is the 
latest guidance: 
 
● Where a pupil tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours 
since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact     
tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.  
 
● For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having          
developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying close 
contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. Please email 
safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk  
 
● Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first 6 days following 
the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their absence until the first day of the new 
term.  
 
 ● The Headteacher will remain on-call to conduct contact tracing for 6 days after the final day of teaching. 
For Halwill School this will be the period from Saturday 19th December to Thursday 24th December. The 
following email address should be used to inform the school of a positive test                                                
safeguarding@halwill.devon.sch.uk 
 
Free School Meals Over Christmas:  
 
Devon County Council (DCC) have now put in place arrangements to provide supermarket vouchers to     
families of children who receive free school meals, to help their families buy groceries over the Christmas 
holidays. 
 
From Tuesday 8 December, DCC will be sending a unique code per child to all families that are currently in 
receipt of Free School Meals. Each code can be used once on a website called ‘Hawk Select’ to redeem 
vouchers to the value of £30 per child (£15 per week for the two weeks of school holidays) for Sainsbury’s, 
Tesco, Morrison’s, Asda, M&S Food and Waitrose. 
 
The website requires families to provide an email address for the vouchers to be sent to once they have 
chosen their preferred supermarket. When received, they can save the vouchers to their phone or tablet to 
use online (depending on the supermarket) or show at the checkout in store. Alternatively, they can print 
the vouchers off to give to the cashier. 
 
We are conscious that a few parents may not have access to the internet or a mobile device to receive and 
store the vouchers on, if this is the case, please contact the office, as they will be able to complete the    
process for you on the Hawk Select website and print off the vouchers. Parents will need to provide the 
office with their unique code in order for us to redeem the voucher on the Hawk Select website on their  
behalf. 
 
DCC education helpline is available on 0345 155 1019 for any questions about the distribution of the unique 
codes. There are also some useful FAQs on the Hawk Select website along with contact details for any  
technical support about using the codes and vouchers. 
 
There is still time to register for your eligibility for free school meals and receive these vouchers. With  
financial circumstances continuing to change due to the impact of the second lockdown and tier 2             
restrictions, some families may become eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) and entitled to vouchers during 
holidays or school meals during term time as well as a free set of uniform, free Morning and After School 
Clubs and free or subsidised trips.  
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Please check the criteria below and follow the link, all you will need is your date of birth and 
National Insurance Number. 
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_LIVE%
2F 
 
● Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 
● Income Support (IS). 
● Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 
● The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 
● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as 
assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190). 
● Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit). 
 
If you are successful, please forward any evidence you receive (or do a screenshot of the result) to 
admin@halwill.devon.sch.uk 
 
If you need help applying, please speak to a member of the admin team who will support you through the  
process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment Lessons in the Spring Term from January 2021 
 
Please note that PE kit in the winter is navy/red house T-Shirt, long dark leggings / tracksuit bottoms, red 
school jumper/hoodie and trainers. Please encourage children to stick to this so they continue to look smart 
on days when they come to school in PE kit. 
 
MONDAY: Class 3 to come in PE kits  
  
TUESDAY: Class 4 will be doing Wild Tribe so should ideally bring waterproofs and wellies to wear over their 
uniform. If they don’t have waterproofs then some other long clothing to cover arms and legs (not jeans) 
should be sent in. Unfortunately, the Wild Tribe provider’s risk assessment will not allow children to take 
part if they have bare arms or legs. In addition long hair must be tied up.  
 
Class 1, 2 and 4 to come in PE kits for Dance and Orienteering. 
 
THURSDAY: Class 1, 2 & 4 to come in PE kits  
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Clubs:   
 
Now that Lockdown restrictions have lifted we can resume after school clubs. The clubs information for the 
first half of the Spring Term is included in the newsletter. Please complete a form which can be found here 
https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-after-school-clubs/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff News:  
 
I am very pleased to tell you that, following an interview last week, Jean Orchard has been appointed as the 
Senior Meal Time Assistant. Mrs Orchard has been with us for several years and has informally taken on some 
of the leadership aspects associated with this role and she is excited to develop these further in her new role. 
 
Reception Places for September 2021 
 
Children born between 01/09/2016 and 31/08/2017 are entitled to start full time Primary Education in   
September 2021. The application facility opened on 15th November 2020 and will close at midnight on 15th 
January 2021. It is important to apply before the closing date. Please register via the Devon Citizen’s Portal: 
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en 
 
If I don’t see you before the end of term, have a very happy and safe Christmas and let’s hope that 2021 brings 
us all good things. 
 
Mrs Ruh Alford 
Executive Headteacher 

Tuesday 
Club: Performing Arts 

Teacher: Jess Squire 
Years 1 & 2 

Thursday 
Club: Multi-skills 

Teacher: Budehaven 
Years 3 & 4 

Thursday 
Club: Netball 

Teachers: Sue Manners 
Years 5 & 6 

https://www.thecareyfederation.co.uk/halwill-after-school-clubs/
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en






Dates for your diary:  

December 

14th   LAST Christmas card posting day 

16th   Christmas lunch (Please order through schoolmoney) 

16th   Christmas jumper day (Voluntary donation of £1 towards Save the       

   Children charity.) 

17th   Federation Christmas Show Assembly.  (Pupils, staff & governors only).  

18th   Christmas parties 

18th   End of term 

25th   Christmas Day—Happy Christmas to all  

January 

4th   Start of Spring term 

5th   After school club for yrs 1 & 2 starts 

7th   After school club for yrs 3, 4, 5 & 6 starts 

21st    Special menu (order on schoolmoney) 

28th   Individual & class photos 

Christmas Jumper 

day will be 

Wednesday 16th 

December (same 

day as our       

Christmas lunch). 

There will be a voluntary donation 

of £1 towards the 

Save the Children 

charity.  



The Carey Qualities 

In the Carey Federation, we are aspirational learners who build 

 Relationships by being Resilient, Resourceful, Reflective and Respectful 

Each Friday children are awarded certificates in our Celebration Assembly for making a significant effort to develop one of 

our Carey Qualities. Last week the following children were awarded certificates. Well done to them all. 

 
For building 

Relationships 

For being 

Resilient 

For being 

Resourceful 

For being 

Reflective 

For being 

Respectful 

 Hadly—class 2 

Poppy—class 2 

Chloe—class 2  

Jovann—class 3 

Edwin—class 4 

Noah—class 2 

Leonie—class 3 

Will G—class 4 

Jack—class 1  

Mollie—class 3 

Bonnie—class 1 

Tilly—class 3 

Jamie—class 4 

Please remember to order your school lunches via  
schoolmoney by Friday of each week.   

This helps us cater correctly. 
Thank you  

 

SIMS Parent 
If you have not signed on to SIMS Parent, please do 
take a look.  It is your way of ensuring we hold your 
most up to date contact information as well as your 
parental consent for day to day things in school  
 
If you have not received your email invitation or are having issues, please email the office.  


